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Introduction

The mission of the ELREN project is to facilitate the exchange of practical experience and technical know-how in order to create new opportunities in renewable energy among LEADER+ groups. In fulfilling this mission, ELREN creates a network of individuals, companies and institutions that participate in the information exchange with the overall objectives to: 

· Make accessible the existing knowledge regarding energy saving  and renewable energy in rural areas;

· Stimulate the application of energy saving measures and RE sources in rural areas;

· Create new opportunities for entrepreneurship in the field of energy saving and renewable energy products in rural areas;

· Initiate and stimulate the exchange of know-how regarding energy saving and renewable energy among local public institutions and SMEs across Europe.

A majority of existing renewable energy and energy efficiency projects in rural areas have been realised in collaboration with local authorities, research institutions and/or different kinds of SMEs. Consequently, those parties will have an important role in making the existing knowledge regarding these projects accessible. On the other side, we expect that, as a spin-off of the ELREN project, new opportunities will arise for mobilizing the renewable energy resources in rural areas. This will create opportunities for the parties involved to expand their activities and employ their know-how on local as well as on international level. 

Scope

By signing this Statement of Agreement the signing organisation becomes an External Support Partner of the ELREN (European Leader+ Renewable Energy Network) project, subject to the receipt of acknowledgment from the Lead Partner on behalf of all partners. 

This Statement extends the relevant sections of the Leader+ Trans-national Partnership Agreement signed on 1st March, 2006 in Amsterdam to an External Support Partner.

The External Support Partners are companies, institutions and individuals that are involved in energy saving ad/or renewable energy products and services, including the information providers and educational institutions. These are: 

· Public authorities such as: municipalities, country councils and provinces;

· Education and research institutions;

· Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) such as: production and service enterprises, farmers, greenhouse managers, consultancies in energy, environment, communication, transport and logistics, education etc.

· Companies involved at development and building process of houses and commercial buildings such as: architects, property developers, building companies, and suppliers of building materials

The role of External Support Partners

The External Support Partners help the realization of the ELREN project by performing the following activities: 

· Provide the information about the projects they have been involved with to supply the ELREN database;

· Promote and communicate the results of the ELREN project through their own communication network;

· Participate in the ELREN events: conferences, trainings and field trips;

· Organize or contribute to organise the ELREN trainings regarding renewable energy and any other convenient local action in their region and/or country;

· Provide the Lead partner with a report about the activities carried out by themselves.

The External Support Partners are responsible for the correctness of the data supplied to the ELREN database.

ELREN services to External Support Partners

The External Support Partner will be registered within the ELREN partnership. This means that the partners will be registered on the ELREN website, will have access to the sections of the website specially created for the support partners and will have priority in participating in the ELREN events and spin-off projects.  

Costs

The External Support Partners will not be receiving any financial compensation for their efforts and costs.

There will be no payments from Leader+ Partners (Lead, Core or Support) to External Support Partners or vice versa, or among External Support Partners. 

The External Support Partners are free to make separate financing arrangements with authorities in their region or country or with local public or private parties to sustain their activities. 

Notification

The Lead Partner shall notify the External Support Partners of any modification or amendment to the original ELREN Partnership Agreement.

Signature

This document is written in the English language on 13 September 2006.

Translation in the language of each respective partner, as applicable, shall be executed by the partner concerned at his own cost and responsibility, to comply with the European Commission guidelines. The English version shall, in all events, be the ruling version for all partners.

The ELREN Partnership Agreement signed on 1st March 2006 in Amsterdam constitutes an integral part of this Statement. This Agreement shall duly incorporate within a separate section called “Register of External Support Partners” the name and other details of the External Support Partners signing this Statement.

External Support Partner:
____________________________


Address:


____________________________
Zipp code


____________________________
Place:


____________________________
Country


____________________________
Name of responsible person:
____________________________

Signature:


____________________________

Title:


____________________________

Date:


____________________________

Place:


____________________________

For acknowledgement and registration of the External Support Partner name and details:

Lead Partner:


____________________________





Name:


____________________________

Signature:


____________________________

Title:


____________________________

Date:


____________________________

Place:


____________________________
